MEN OF POWER
at all differ from those generally used, I shall endeavor,
without detriment to any one, to explain my secret in-
ventions to Your Excellency, and exhibit these at the
command of Your Excellency at an opportune time; I
hope all those things shortly enumerated in this letter
will meet with good success.
1.1 have the means of constructing very light bridges,
which may be carried about easily, and with which one
may pursue enemies as well as escape from them ac-
cording to one's need. And I have others which are
fireproof and cannot be injured during battle; they can
be removed and put up again easily without trouble. I
have moreover the means of setting fire to the bridges
of the enemy and of destroying them.
2.  During the siege of a place I know how to cut off
the water in the moats, and how to construct by means
of steps all manner of bridges as well as other instru-
ments which are required in such an undertaking,
3. If during the siege bombs cannot be used, because
of the height of a rampart or the strong fortifications
of a place, I have means to destroy every tower or any
other fortress, unless it be founded on a rock.
4,1 know of another kind of bomb, light and carried
without trouble, and with which a hailstorm of missiles
may be projected. The smoke produced thereby causes
great terror amongst the enemy to his hurt and con-
fusion.
5.  In like manner I know how to construct subter-
raneous caverns and narrow winding passages, which
can be made without noise, and through which one may
reach a definite aim, even if one had to pass under
ditches as under a river.
6.  I also make safe covered chariots which cannot be
injured; if with their artillery they get amongst the
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